Background: Platelets play an important role in abdominal sepsis by releasing CD40L in the circulation, which subsequently activates neutrophils and promotes pulmonary infiltration of neutrophils and tissue damage. Platelet depletion has been shown to substantially decrease lung damage and neutrophil infiltration in abdominal sepsis in mice. Herein, we assessed the impact of platelet inhibition with ticagrelor on pulmonary neutrophil recruitment and lung damage in a mouse model of abdominal sepsis.
